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The Dow Woods Unit of 
San Bernard National 
Wildlife Refuges was 
donated to the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service by 
The Dow Chemical 
Company in 2008.   The 
property is covered by 
virgin hardwood 
riparian forest.  Bastrop 
Bayou flows through the 
property 
  
The Friends of Brazoria 
Wildlife Refuges, in 
partnership with the 
USFWS, The Dow 
Chemical Company, and 
the Houston-Galveston 
Area Council, is 
developing public-use 
facilities throughout the 
property.  A concrete-
surfaced trail, named in 
honor of John Tveten, is 
now open for public use.  
 

John Tveten was a  
naturalist, author, 
photographer and 
longtime Houston 
Chronicle columnist. He 
died of cancer in 2009.  
 

For more than 30 years, 
Tveten wrote about and 
photographed  
creatures of nature and 
wildflowers. He wrote 
numerous books  
and co-authored five 
with his wife of 51 years, 
Gloria.  Their books 
include Wildflowers of 
Houston and Southeast 
Texas and Butterflies of 
Houston and Southeast 
Texas, both published  
by University of Texas 
Press.  


